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From Friday, December 31st, 1999 CNN Live coverage of the global millennium celebrations. This first video 
more shows highlights of midnight celebrations in the morning as the year 2000 swept around the world. 


e Coverage runs from 7:53 A.M E.T - 11:08 A.M E.T 
Midnights included: 


e 8:00 A.M E.T - SYDNEY, Australia @ 2:49 
e 10:00 A.M E.T - Tokyo, Japan @31:53 
e 11:00 A.M E.T - Beijing, China @49:28 


00:00:00 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=72ED2JSIQ30) 


[Music] one [Music] well colleen i can tell you the lights are still on the phones are still working the computers 
are still on apparently uh two hours ago when uh 99 became 0-0 the impact here was minimal they still aren't 
giving up on the possibility of problems there are no international flights out of new zealand until midday 
tomorrow the airlines are saying this is simply a precaution this is not worrying about y2k as a matter of fact 
they're they're putting out the word that there simply wasn't enough interest in people wanting to fly until 
midday tomorrow that it's not a y2k precaution but simply people were not interested but for the most part the 
only real problem that you could detect is when you try to make an international call from a cell phone you 
hear the recorded voice of an operator saying that all lines are being used right now and due to congestion 
your call cannot go through so it appears that the people here are now starting to settle down a little bit uh 
having two hours of celebration behind them many are heading home uh it's basically starting to wind down 
the fireworks are over you do hear people out in the streets uh still celebrating a bit but it was the fireworks 
display that was the centerpiece of what was going on here in auckland tonight it lasted 12 minutes but it will 
last probably 12 generations that people will be talking about the night the skies were illuminated over 
auckland uh from skyline all the way around this city it was a blaze and fireworks uh something that was just 
almost indescribable uh i have never seen fireworks uh as 
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i have never seen fireworks uh as auckland saw them tonight as you can see uh there are a lot of lights on in 
this city any concerns that the lights would go out for the fireworks and then not be able to come back on uh 
we're simply not well-founded if you look around the city you can really not tell much difference uh from two 
hours ago as right now i'm tom interior cnn reporting live from auckland new zealand all right cnn's tom and 
tear bringing us up to date there we're going to take you back to sydney for more of the beautiful pictures 
from the harbor there that's right they're about to trip the clock there at the clock and the calendars there in 
sydney four minutes away from midnight in sydney stay tuned it is two and a half minutes away from 
midnight in sydney australia where a celebration of olympic proportions awaits the new millennium well the 
new year touches australia for the first time as cnn continues its coverage of the arrival of 2000 around the 
world that's right sydney harbour will be the venue for what's billed as the largest fireworks display on earth 


canberra will join the party but australia's capital will also be looking for signs of any y2k bug so welcome to 
the next stop in cnn's coverage of millennium 2000. [Music] what is [Music] well the year 2000 falls ona 
midsummer's night in sydney 
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midsummer's night in sydney although it is a bit cool and windy there well sydney greets the new year with a 
three and a half million dollar fireworks display that should warm things up and that's going to be launched 
from the harbor bridge and the opera house and cnn's michael holmes is in sydney and joins us now live 
michael you're looking at a beautiful picture there colleen of the opera house and the sydney harbour bridge 
it's ironic you know that the opera house now considered one of australia's icons and the first of the fireworks 
have begun [Music] magnificent so [Music] the year 2000 in sydney australia a magnificent fireworks display 
underway here it will continue for 23 minutes and will cost some three and a half million dollars they're 
claiming it's going to be the biggest 
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claiming it's going to be the biggest fireworks display on earth and you can see in your picture there even the 
opera house taking part it's the first and only time the opera house will be used to launch fireworks so 
[Applause] so this is the largest fireworks display ever seen in australia and they say around the world it 
covers [Music] 
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is [Applause] the fireworks are on as you can see and they're playing a medley of music uh most of it modern 
from the 20th century from america look at that battered shot apparently it's a helicopter shot they got above 
the fireworks incredible shock there [Music] god [Applause] [Music] i'm close to the edge sydney australia is 
an enormous firework goes off there brings in the new millennium it's a magnificent display as you can see 
the man who designed this fireworks display by the way is the man who designed the opening and closing 
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who designed the opening and closing ceremonies for the los angeles and barcelona olympics his name is 
rick burch he'll also be doing the sydney olympics uh this year that'll be in september the the crowds around 
the harbour are they are going crazy here there's all the oohing and ouring that tom vinteer referred to from 
auckland just an hour or two ago lots of cheering people are setting off their own firecrackers as well hardly 
competing with what you're seeing now 20 tons of fireworks going up over sydney harbour right now the 
smiley face on the bridge there was brought in last year later we will see the word eternity light up sydney 
harbour a bit more about that later on when that happens the boats are out in the harbour there are some 
five to seven thousand boats on sydney harbour at the moment with 250 000 people on board that's in 
addition to the 1.2 to 1.5 million gathered around sydney harbour now those boats honking their horns as 
they watch this magnificent display literally right over their heads the biggest shell that we'll see tonight will 
explode 400 meters wide and incredible it's the biggest uh firework ever seen in australia 16 inches wide and 
400 meters wide when it explodes this is an enormous harbor as i said before it's 250 kilometers of harbour 
foreshore in sydney harbour and much of it packed with people right now you couldn't find a better stage for 
a display like this six barges are out there firing these enormous fireworks it's taken four years to prepare for 
this in fact the last four new year's eves in sydney were actually dress rehearsals for tonight the man who 
designed the fireworks display told us that and while everyone enjoyed those four 
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and while everyone enjoyed those four new year's eves it was all about preparing for this many thousands of 
the people watching and cheering now i can hear them just down below me now it's probably 50 000 people 
right in front of our camera position many of them been here for two days some of them three days just to get 


a good position yes go ahead leon i'm sorry michael didn't mean to catch off go ahead i was just going to 
point out that the opera house which you can see there and is taking part in this you know you know when it 
was built and designed in the 1950s it was actually finished in 1971 72 australians hated it and the architect 
went home uh most distressed it was called the pregnant oyster by a lot of people in australia and now of 
course ironically the man who designed it is hailed as a hero and it's become one of the world's most 
recognized landmarks on the world heritage list and they had to get world heritage permission to use it as 
part of the display tonight leon i do remember reading about the architect and about that controversy that's 
part of some time i believe it was late 50s when that when all that happened michael yeah the construction 
began in 1959 was finished in 1973. the designer was a dutch architect named his name was john woodson 
he actually married an australian during that whole procedure and went home to holland and uh the 
netherlands and uh was was disgusted with the reaction to his uh what was considered an audacious design 
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what was considered an audacious design at the time as you've mentioned earlier in the broadcast it's meant 
to reflect sales on the harbour and uh the irony of course a decade or two later it's considered one of the 
most beautiful buildings in the world exactly it's funny how things turn out sometimes in fact he may have 
saved his own neck by marrying that australian lady uh let me ask you about how that how does it all sound 
while you're there at ground zero can you even hear the music it's no it sounds so loud here i've actually got 
a microphone about one inch away from my mouth so you can hear me it's extremely loud the the i mean 
we're only 100 meters away from where these shells are going off and the people in front of me are just 
gazing upwards the weather has blessed us they predicted rain and 60 kilometer an hour winds tonight of 
course in mid-summer sydney that's not what we expect but fortunately it's held off the cloud cover is 
minimal the wind has dropped off and it's it's really a beautiful if slightly chilly night for this all right we're 
going to take a short break now here on cnn but we're not leaving sydney for long we will be right back for 
the crescendo of these glorious fireworks stay with us myself [Music] myself 
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[Music] so pretty and we're back to the united states now to the city of new york where it's still nearly 16 
hours until midnight and cnn's carol lynn is in times square carol good morning colleen good morning leon 
we are indeed in times square and you are looking at a crowd which has been gathering since 4 o'clock this 
morning it is still 14 hours till midnight here in new york city's times square now about an hour ago a 
spectacular display the debut of the new crystal ball we've got some videotape of it as it rose up the flagpole 
on top of one times square as you can see it has 500 different colored lights and rotating mirrors it is 
computer operated and it will drop at exactly 11 59 tonight eastern for its one-minute descent all the way 
down to the bottom hitting midnight exactly it is time to the or synchronized rather to the atomic clock in fort 
collins colorado so they plan to get this exactly right it will be followed by a spectacular fireworks display now 
just moments ago yet another performance marking the new year in the gilbert islands new caledonia the 
solomon islands in vanuatu we are celebrating new year's eve right here in times square with the rest of the 
world as for the next 24 hours they are going to be marking midnight around the world with performances 
celebrating that part of the world that will be striking midnight at the time leon colleen thank you much carol 
lynn reporting live there from times square this morning in new york now the millennium sun first rose today 
in antarctica we were talking we saw some shots there a little while ago this morning where was some 22 
below zero looked chilly and there were some crazy guys 
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chilly and there were some crazy guys around jumping around and t-shirts and everything but uh no one was 
uh really all that cold or all that miserable down there despite the conditions now in and that was not the case 
though in previously uninhabited cure bus where nobody really lived there until recently yeah and for the 
occasion about 70 micronesian performers paddled over literally and gathered to sing and dance so 
welcome to the new century if it's true i heard they paneled for some three weeks or so to get over that's 


what we heard yeah now pit island in new zealand's chatham islands was the first permanently inhabited 
region in the sunrise sweepstakes if you will celebrations there symbolize the migration of the polynesian 
people from other islands in the chathams which comprise one of new zealand's smallest regions and we 
want to take you just back to sydney harbor again because the celebrations there are still underway an 
incredible fireworks display that's expected to go on for 25 minutes as more than a million people gather to 
watch and we're waiting for the big boom the really big boom that's supposed to happen there coming up 
stay with us a quarter of sydney australia's population has gathered at the city harbor to greet the new year 
and what a greeting it is nearly three and a half million dollars worth of pyrotechnics still lighting up the sky 
cnn's michael holmes is there and joins us now live michael colleen and it's as loud as it looks i can tell you 
that much you know i've been looking around the crowd the traditional new year's uh hugging and kissing 
nobody's doing it they're all watching the fireworks just to give you a sense of how big this current display is 
the harbour bridge is a kilometer wide and look at it completely lit up a kilometer wide shower of fireworks 
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just as a sidebar i can record as tom interior did from auckland that it is now nearly 25 minutes past midnight 
here in sydney and all the lights are still on fireworks going off from probably half a dozen of the city's 
skyscrapers both north and south of the harbour there we now see fireworks going off from the actual opera 
house the first time the opera house has been allowed to be used in this fashion and the government says 
the last time only for this very special of occasions any moment now you'll see the word eternity written 
across the sydney harbour bridge there's an interesting story behind that it pays tribute to a great australian 
character called arthur stacey who in the 1950s and 60s 50 times a day for 20 years he wrote the word 
eternity in chalk around the city of sydney on the sidewalks buildings just about anywhere people would 
arrive from work in the morning and the word eternity would inevitably be there to greet them he was a 
reformed alcoholic and said he received a divine instruction from god 
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received a divine instruction from god to tell people about god's kingdom it said that he wrote eternity 40 000 
times over the years before he died and became part of australian folklore where we see a waterfall of 
fireworks at the bottom of the harbour bridge quite a magnificent site and i can tell you the cheering that's 
going on here from the people just in front of us probably 50 to 70 000 of them just in front of us is almost as 
loud as the fireworks there's probably a dozen buildings in the city too which you may or may not be able to 
see at the moment that are all shooting fireworks at the moment very spectacular the whole display is 
probably covering something like seven miles by my reckoning magnificent and you can see there the word 
eternity lighting up on sydney harbour what a bad way to start off the millennium loud cheering and applause 
from the crowd here on sydney harbour some of the 7 000 boats on sydney harbour blowing their horns loud 
applause and well to the deserved century health and prosperity display that's been on sydney harbour the 
lights are shining all over sydney everything seems to be working and we'll 
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everything seems to be working and we'll go back to colleen and leon in atlanta try to top that one around the 
world guys all right thanks very much michael wow wow from celebrations like that to some serious business 
now though it uh has been a busy day an important day for john koskinen he's the chairman of the 
president's council on year 2000 conversion koskinen is the person in charge of making sure there are no 
glitches in the u.s federal government's computer systems he's also been coordinating y2k matters with state 
and local governments and also private institutions john koskinen joins us now from the national y2k 
command center in washington mr costner and as the calendar has turned in asia has anything cropped up 
thus far no news has been good news we have no evidence of any glitches uh we have all watched 
obviously very carefully what's going on in new zealand and australia but i would stress that we knew they 
were very well prepared so that we did not expect any problems there and we will all continue to monitor 
what happens there throughout the day but on the other hand it is i think very important and good news 


because there's always been some concern that we had missed some major issue even in developed 
countries and that we would see the problems manifested in australia and new zealand and then here and 
the fact that australia and new zealand seem to be having a very wonderful celebration uh i think is a good 
sign uh for how things are gonna go the rest of the day at least in the developed countries the rest of the day 
though is probably the key word if i understand correctly the days ahead are really crucial too aren't they as 
yes countries and cities go back to business uh we'll need to monitor all weekends some developing 
countries may not experience immediate problems in their basic infrastructure of power and 
telecommunication it may take two or three days for a degradation of service to become apparent and then 
of course the world will open for business on monday and that's when we'll test the software systems and 
information processing systems so we've got a little ways to go before we can declare victory where are the 
hot spots where are you most concerned about well as we uh go through today we'll 
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well as we uh go through today we'll obviously be very interested in some of the less developed countries in 
asia we'll monitor obviously carefully how china and russia do how eastern europe does i think those are the 
areas that we're going to be looking at to see what the nature of any problems they have is is it just a case of 
learning from these other countries or or is there a scenario whereby if there were problems let's say in a 
financial market somewhere other than the united states is that the kind of problem that could spread for the 
lack of a better term to to other regions to other countries generally we don't think particularly in financial 
markets that the problem will spread per se what we're monitoring is to see in areas that use equipment like 
equipment used in the united states and oil drilling for instance or in telecommunications if they have a 
problem are they using equipment that we use and that can give us a warning but generally in terms of 
information exchanges uh banks insurance companies uh financial institutions have buffers and as we move 
through uh the start of next week if anyone is having a problem they will simply exclude that information and 
that data from their system so it's less a problem of cascading than it is will we have major major difficulties 
and at this point we don't expect them in the developed countries of the world which is again as i say is why 
we're uh in many ways most interested in countries like australia new zealand the united kingdom canada 
mexico all right john koskinen thank you very much for your time from the y2k center in washington where for 
the time being no news is good news and as you can see from the live pictures in sydney there has been no 
problems there getting uh getting together and and completing a massive fireworks display to welcome the 
year 2000 in australia [Applause] the hour and the celebration in sydney australia we've been watching this 
morning has something really unique australian sea creatures they're 
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australian sea creatures they're actually chinese lanterns three and a half stories tall there are 18 of them 
and they spent the early morning hours parading up and down sydney's beautiful harbor being pushed by 
tugboats it took 24 minutes for the brilliantly lighted sea creatures past one spot chinese artists were brought 
to sydney to hand paint those beautiful lanterns and they were in that picture honest way in the back there 
you go under the bridge you can see them as we pull that picture in now as we begin the new year we get 
big news from the world's biggest country russia's president boris yeltsin today announced that he has 
resigned yeltsin named his prime minister vladimir putin as acting president and set early presidential 
elections to come in three months mr putin was named prime minister in august and his popularity has 
soared on the strength of the war in chechnya in an exclusive interview with cnn just yesterday mr putin 
spoke of the importance of strong east-west relations the united states is a great country and at any critical 
time in history the us and russia have always been together we've always been allies and i think that's not 
accidental there must be some inner laws of development of civilization at work here this is not going to 
disappear on the contrary since the time russia has become an open society since the time it opened its 
borders russia in my opinion has become increasingly integrated in the international civilized community of 
nations meanwhile in washington president clinton has issued a written statement saluting what he called 
boris yeltsin's historic tenure as russia's president and pledged to work with acting president putin we will get 
more on that as mr clinton comes out to make a statement publicly at around 10 30 eastern and of course 


we'll have live coverage of that here on cnn and the other major story we're following hijackers have released 
155 hostages from an indian airlines jet that they hijacked a week ago the release came shortly after india's 
external affairs minister arrived in kandahar afghanistan where the hijackers had held 
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afghanistan where the hijackers had held the plane and its passengers since christmas eve with the indian 
official there were three men freed from jails in kashmir in exchange for the hostages those three men were 
driven away from the airport in a waiting car along with the hijackers then the passengers left the plane and 
they boarded buses they are to be flown to new delhi and we will have more coverage throughout the 
morning we have had quite a morning here quite a morning of events and of pictures and we show you the 
picture we're getting in now from hong kong you're seeing there the skyline all lit up by neon we'll have more 
coverage just ahead stay with us and the dawn of the new millennium goes across asia now you're seeing 
pictures live both from tokyo and from seoul south korea we'll be visiting both cities as our coverage 
continues right now we're following the dawn of the new millennium in tokyo and we bring in our tokyo 
bureau chief that is marina camamura she's been covering the story for us and she joins us now with more 
marina the lights have just been dimmed here on the grounds of zojoji temple now that we're into the final 
seconds of 1999 here in japan you can hear the crowd getting extremely excited they've got 5 000 clear 
balloons prepared here with wishes attached for what they want to come true in the new millennium here 
comes the countdown now let's listen in and there you have it the new year in tokyo as they say here in 
japanese or happy new year from japan what you just heard was the ringing of a massive bell that's behind 
me a bronze bell cast in the 1670s it will be struck 108 times over the next hour and a half every 50 seconds 
to ward away the evil desires of man this is the 
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away the evil desires of man this is the way the japanese traditionally spend the new year and this is how 
they're spending the new millennium here as you can see behind me now tokyo tower is also lit in some 
brilliant colors it's got a 2000 sign on it a 2000 sign also adorning the main uh temple of zojoji temple here 
you can see the balloons heading off into the atmosphere 5 000 balloons were prepared for this occasion 
they're clear plastic balloons that we're told are friendly for the atmosphere and as i said they're containing 
these little messages personal wishes from the japanese that sent them off we spoke to some people earlier 
on some said they were simply wishing for good entrance exams good results for entrance exams next year 
others of course making wishes for better prosperity better times for the japanese economy which as you 
know has been going through some difficult times in any case absolute excitement here is that japan 
welcomes the new millennium marina camamura covering the story for us in tokyo will ask you to stand by as 
that party goes on and now for another part of asia here's jim well we want to go straight across the sea of 
japan to south korea take a look at some of the live pictures that are coming into us there of course the 
korea's the the first baby born in seoul is now being displayed on the television feed from there and we don't 
know what the name of this child is yet but all around the world we're hearing these reports of first babies 
there have been street celebrations as well but i'm sure for the parents of this little boy or little girl that there's 
no celebration greater than the one that's going to be in their arms this day and look at that quite a 
celebration on the streets of seoul it's been very crowded here this really marking a new millennium a lot of 
the hopes for south korea to regain some of its economic strength in the coming months and years 
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at the same time there are other millennium celebrations going on around the country at the demilitarized 
zone a peace bell that was made with bronze as well as pieces from a russian military helmet from an israeli 
gun and a piece of the uss arizona it was also molded into that that bell being run for peace and reunification 
right now at the demilitarized zone but for more on the events that are going on here let's bring in our seoul 
bureau chief sanjia yes jim uh with the new with the new millennium there are a lot of events going on and so 
um there's also one event that's being held in a new airport that will open in the new millennium there have 


been 2 000 young people who are doing a performance of uh performance of flight into the air and sort of 
symbolizing the launch into the newest new millennium there are there are two thousand young people with 
uh all wearing uh illuminating outfits with these uh out with the with this performance in the streets of seoul of 
course there are celebrations fireworks a major laser display right in the center of the city so there's a lot 
going on here in seoul at this moment jim all right sonja there with the latest for us from seoul now darren 
and one of the beauties of following new year's eve in the u.s is times square where they're following new 
year's all around the world and as the new year's ring in different countries they are celebrating right there 
we have live pictures and i believe our carolyn is standing by to bring us more carol that's right darren as 
they were celebrating in japan and across asia new york city rung in the new year in that part of the world 
right here in times square and joining me now 
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here in times square and joining me now is ron silver you know him as an actor but he also happens to be 
the chairman of times 2000 helping the mayor of new york city coordinate a lot of the activities let's talk about 
exactly what we're seeing here right now this is a daunting process and trying to build a 24-hour program it's 
a big party it's it's yeah it's uh what we're very very proud of this because we're celebrating i mean new york 
and i guess cnn has this in common in terms of the diversity and its reach globally and there are so many 
different groups in new york it's such a diverse city that we thought it would be appropriate especially in this 
very globalized world we're living in now to celebrate each of the 24 different time zones different cultures 
and shows and events leading up of course in about 14 hours from now to eastern standard time how much 
does a production like this cost you know it's it's very very hard to tell i i can give you a figure about seven 
million dollars but it's much more than that that's not counting the ball which is priceless it's not counting all 
the man hours that the city agencies put in i mean to make something like this happen 37 000 cops are 
working the fire departments are called the office of emergency services so everybody a lot of people are 
working to make sure everybody else has a good time you were well aware of many of the security concerns 
and getting some one and a half million people in an area this small and being able to secure it how 
confident are you that the new york police as well as the secret service and other federal agencies have the 
situation secure and underground obviously we live in a very open society and things can go wrong but this 
city has done everything imaginable and they've planned for almost every contingency and now we've 
already seen auckland new zealand celebrate and south korea all things are going off without a hitch there 
we think we'll be fine now much of your production here depends on computers for example the virtual 
orchestra which is generating some more numbers as well as a lot of the lighting and the spec spectacular 
well the computers and con 
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spectacular well the computers and con ed everybody has gone through checks and checks over the days 
we don't anticipate anything happening and so far all the areas of the world that have already switched over 
has gone without a hinge so we're just expecting to have a very very good time what else is going on around 
new york do you have to come to times square in order to really actually most of the people in times square 
probably won't be new yorkers i mean we new yorkers are here every day uh which is also appropriate that 
there are people from all over the world in the square tonight uh it is the crossroads of the world and people 
from all over the country that are here tonight and there isn't electricity here i don't know if the camera gets it 
but all the people all the confetti all the different cultures the sound system it's it's an extraordinary venue an 
extraordinary occasion well good luck today thanks a lot thanks for joining us okay and it is a natural place to 
have a celebration of the crossroads to the world this is a place of 7 million people speaking some 80 
different languages there are more jews who live in new york city than in jerusalem more irish than who live 
in dublin and so that is why the celebration here is so international i'm carol lynn reporting live cnn times 
square in new york city carol thank you very much it is a spectacular day all around the world and here at 
cnn we should probably take this opportunity for folks who are used to turning into cnn morning news and 
seeing me with bill hemmer and international yes well it's good to have you and what we've basically done is 
melded all of our big cnn family to bring you the the best of the most coverage we can do to bring you uh our 


coverage of this millennium let's take stock of where we are now it appears the millennium of course a few 
hours old in new zealand but that's where we're going to be going to see how they brought in the new year 
next [Music] and for those of you we will also continue who have a computer we invite you to keep watching 
with us here on television but also go to our millennium coverage online at cnn.com [Applause] 
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[Applause] fireworks and cheers from thousands upon thousands of people that line the streets in seoul and 
then we heard korea had its first millennium baby even saw some live pictures of that when we were able to 
get to them because we were in tokyo looking at events there [Applause] and that is how it went at the stroke 
of midnight in seoul south korea we saw that picture of the baby but by the way the camera was we didn't 
know if it was a boy or a girl i'll have to get back to our audience on that we saw that the first baby in australia 
michael holmes reported to us earlier is a boy so the tally of more boys or girl baby born on millennium will 
have to keep going here on cnn meanwhile we keep our energy on asia and in beijing and hong kong china 
the midnight hour is fast approaching we'll be there live at the top of the hour as china welcomes a new 
millennium with parades and parties light shows i now have the greatest pleasure of welcoming the very first 
sunrise of the new millennium and may i wish you all the love peace and happiness and may the new 
millennium bring you greater hopes for peace and happiness in the new millennium [Applause] 
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[Music] to give you an idea of where it is and when sunrise this beautiful might be coming to a millennium 
near you the kiribati islands 12 hours ahead of gmt which would be greenwich england two hours ahead of 
tokyo and 22 hours ahead of honolulu all those places can only hope that they have a warning to start the 
millennium as beautiful as the one we're seeing in kiribati today russians this day were a different kind of 
stunned it wasn't a sunrise it was a speech that was delivered by boris yeltsin a speech they expected to be 
his new year's message it wasn't it was his resignation cnn siobhan darrow in moscow with more on the 
surprise resignation and the transfer of power which appears to have been smooth siobhan well jim in this 
vast nation spanning 11 time zones it is not only the end of the millennium but the end of an era an ailing 
boris yeltsin shocked the nation when he announced that he was stepping aside in favor of the younger 
vladimir putin uh his prime minister clearly enhancing the chances of putin to win the presidential elections 
that will now be held in march also improving yeltsin's legacy so he won't be remembered as owned as a 
decrepit leader clinging to power to the very last minute he also apologized to the nation for not fulfilling all of 
the promises and their hopes and for all the pain of the transition from communism to democracy that he 
presided over for almost a decade boris yeltsin gave the russian people a big surprise on the last day of 
1999 announcing his resignation effective immediately russia must enter the millennium with 
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russia must enter the millennium with new politicians with new personalities and with new smart strong 
energetic people and we who have been in power for many years must go russian tv showed pictures as the 
suitcase containing the codes to launch russia's nuclear weapons was handed from yeltsin to his successor 
prime minister vladimir putin now acting president the 47 year old putin was yeltsin's hand-picked choice for 
elections that were to be held in june and are now expected in march within three months the transfer of 
power in accordance with the russian constitution putin a former kgb agent was also a reformer in his native 
saint petersburg a combination of toughness and liberal mindedness that seems to appeal to the russian 
people recent polls indicate he is popular with 60 percent of the public the russian people seem ready for a 
fresh face in the kremlin it's about time nelson resigned he should have done so a long time ago says this 
woman at the grand opening of the church of christ the savior once torn down by stalin and again rebuilt the 
patriarchs seem to have a premonition of change with the start of the new year we put russia's dramatic 
history behind us when our nation forgot god isn't that the heart of russia's tragedy in the 20th century for 
much of the 20th century russia was the soviet union living under communism nowadays again as russia 
down there still searching for it plump chickens and designer boots are on sale in the shops father frost 


russia's santa equivalent lures consumers into well-stocked stores instead of the long lines for limited goods 
of just a decade ago muscovites still love to grumble but do so freely the 10-year experience of our so-called 
democracy brought nothing good says this woman only the criminal element has reason for hope 
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criminal element has reason for hope yet there is a measure of optimism as russia enters this next century 
there were a lot of doomsday predictions that we would have famine we would have large-scale civil war we 
would have rights or you know social unrest looking at russia from the outside it can look pretty messy at the 
end of the millennium the country is mired in yet another chechen war the russian economy is fragile yet 
speak to the people who live here and they are nevertheless celebrating the new year with hope we're 
headed for a better future after all in moscow you can already see improvements says this woman i know life 
is better in the west but we'll catch up someday and for all its woes russia is a democracy with more choices 
and opportunity for common people than perhaps any time in its thousand-year history as it enters the new 
millennium with a fresh start we're expecting to hear from the new acting president vladimir putin with a 
televised new year's address of his own sometime on friday itar test the russian news agency says he'll talk 
about human rights freedom of speech and a free press we also know that uh the outgoing boris yeltsin has 
spoken with president clinton on the telephone guaranteeing that russia is committed to democracy and arms 
control i'm siobhan dara reporting live from moscow all right thank you siobhan for that report we'll continue 
to bring you updates on the situation in russia as the day continues darren and siobhan mentioned president 
clinton he is expected any moment now to make comments from the white house in washington d.c when he 
does speak you'll see that live here on cnn meanwhile still anead on our worldwide millennium coverage we'll 
go live to hong kong china where the countdown is on and celebrations are underway as the dawn of the 
new year approaches 
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the first place where people really live about 300 000 people living across chatham and pit islands that make 
up that part of new zealand in hong kong the turn of the century is just minutes away cnn's karuna shin show 
is there and she joins us live now with details about the big party there 20 minute phone conversation with 
president boris elson who today ends his historic tenure as russia's democratically elected president under 
his leadership since 1991 the russian people have faced the unprecedented challenge of building a new 
democracy and a new life after decades of corrosive communist rule his lasting achievement has been 
dismantling the communist system and creating a vital democratic process within a constitutional framework 
the fact that prime minister putin assumes responsibility today as acting president in accordance with the 
constitution is the latest example of president yeltsin's achievement the relationship between the united 
states and russia under president yeltsin has produced genuine progress for both our people 5 000 strategic 
nuclear weapons have been dismantled our nuclear weapons are no longer targeted at each other we have 
worked together to eliminate nuclear weapons from the other states of the former soviet union russia has 
withdrawn its troops from the baltic nations and now its troops are serving alongside americans to maintain 
peace in the balkans in fact russia was instrumental in achieving the peace agreement in kosovo of course 
we have also had our differences but the starting point for our relationship has always been how russia and 
america can work together to advance our common interests in that spirit i look forward to working with 
acting president putin 
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president putin as the russian people begin the process of making the transition from one democratically 
elected president to another to president yeltsin let me convey my appreciation again for the work we have 
done together hillary and i extend our warmest wishes to him naina and their family thank you very much 
[Music] i i have made no plans to do that yeah can you share some of your personal uh recollections of boris 
yeltsin you seem to have a warm personal relationship with him what did you admire you know what what 
are your thoughts about him well i liked him because he was always very forthright with me he always did 


exactly what he said he would do and he was willing to take chances to try to improve our relationship to try 
to improve democracy in russia he took the russian troops out of the balkans he recently agreed to take them 
out of moldova and georgia we got rid of all those nuclear weapons in the other states of the former soviet 
union we got rid of thousands of nuclear weapons he's committed to start too and i hope it will be ratified by 
the russian dumas so we can quickly move to start three and reduce our nuclear arsenals even further uh i 
liked him because i think he genuinely deplored communism he lived with it he saw it and he believed that 
democracy was the best system i think it was in every fiber of his being and we had our arguments we had 
our fights we had our genuine disagreement but about our national interests from time to time but i think that 
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from time to time but i think that the russian people were well served to have a leader who honestly believed 
that their votes ought to determine who was running the show in russia and what the future direction of the 
country should be i have to go i'm sorry thank you you've been mr putin already mr president we've been 
listening to president clinton at the white house as we actually show you two things at one time in the left 
corner of your screen we're showing you as the new millennium comes to beijing china and also to hong 
kong and then we listened to president clinton as he talked about russian president boris yeltsin and his 
surprise resignation that came just today let's go ahead and bring in our senior white house correspondent 
john king john the president seemed to choose to stress the positive about the relationship between the u.s 
and russia at a time when things have been rather tense he certainly did mr clinton reflecting on the positive 
developments he said have occurred during his relationship with former president boris yeltsin focusing on 
arms control for one dismantling some 5 000 strategic nuclear missiles the president glossing over here the 
substantial policy differences obviously lingering russian resentment over the us-led nato bombing campaign 
in yugoslavia ongoing investigations of kremlin corruption and possible money laundering through us banks 
and obviously the very public disagreements over the russian military campaign in chechnya mr clinton 
deciding on this day to say a fond farewell to a president he did have a very close personal relationship with 
despite their many policy differences the question now here at the white house how will the new russian 
president the acting president mr putin go forward from here they obviously disagree over chechnya but mr 
putin has been quite conciliatory in the past few weeks even inviting mr clinton to moscow white house 
officials say it is unlikely he would go before the march presidential elections but that mr clinton would like to 
go to moscow in his final year now final year in office daryn and john how much interaction has this 
administration had with vladimir putin as prime minister as prime minister quite a bit actually the extensive 
relationship 
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actually the extensive relationship dates back to when he was mr yelton's national security adviser mr 
clinton's national security adviser samuel berger says he had a very close working relationship with him then 
the administration did get somewhat concerned when he became prime minister they said he was more rigid 
more bulimic in the words of white house officials but in recent days they have again been encouraged by his 
conciliatory gestures particularly after the parliamentary elections white house officials will acknowledge 
privately in the past year or more mr yeltsin has been too ill physically and too weak politically to get much 
done in moscow their hope now despite some differences with the new president is that they have a 47 year 
old energetic leader looking to win elections in just three months that perhaps they can revive this very 
troubled relationship john king at the white house and one part of your screen the beijing new year and the 
other with more on that here's jim thank you john well let's take a closer look now at what's going on in 
beijing just a few moments ago we saw president zhang jimen greeting people there outside the millennium 
tower you can see the shower of fireworks and we want to bring in now cnn's beijing bureau chief rebecca 
mckinnon for the latest rebecca can you hear me yes i can hear you tim a massive song and dance 
extravaganza is underway at the same time as a massive fireworks display the right at the stroke of midnight 
chinese president jiang zimin lit a flame it's going to be kept lit uh it's supposedly eternally it's called the 
eternal flame of the chinese people and it's meant to represent 5 000 years nearly 5 000 years of continuous 


chinese civilization it was very interesting during chinese president johnson's speech he reminded the 
chinese people and the world that a millennium ago a thousand years ago china was in fact the most 
advanced civilization on earth 
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the most advanced civilization on earth he mentioned that china fell behind in the latter part of this past 
millennium it was surpassed technologically and and in other ways by western countries but he said that 
under the guidance of the chinese communist party thanks to the communist revolution under chairman mao 
zedong 50 years ago he said that he was fully confident that china would rise again this is this entire 
ceremony is uh full of nationalistic themes it is showing the chinese pride in their very long culture one other 
theme that is uh very prevalent during the ceremony are dragons the coming year which in february of this 
coming year there will be the chinese new year which will mark the beginning of the year of the dragon now 
the year the dragon comes every 12 years and it is considered by chinese lore to be a very special year but 
also in many cases the turbulent year 12 years ago was in 1988 there were massive student demonstrations 
uh very soon after uh 24 years ago two dragon years ago marked the death of chinese chairman mao 
zedong and a major upheaval and also a major earthquake killing hundreds of thousands of people so in 
many ways the china is entering the millennium full of hope uh both for its country and uh also for the coming 
year and hoping that it will be a lucky year daybreak the new millennium 
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daybreak the new millennium in the south pacific [Music] you 


END 


